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Palaash Mapara maintained 
his flawless streak at the All 
India Chess Masters (Season 
3), securing his fifth consecu-
tive victory to take sole com-
mand of the leaderboard. 

Competing on the top 
board at the Mumbai Chess 
Centre on Wednesday, 
Mapara (5 points) demon-
strated superior tactical intel-
ligence with the black pieces 
to outmanoeuvre Punit 
Dodiya (4 points). The result 
leaves Mapara as the only 
player with a perfect record 
heading into the next stage of 
the tournament. 

The race for the title 
remains fierce, with five con-
tenders trailing the leader by 
just half a point. Yashraj Rathi 
and Pratik Yadnik moved to 
4.5 points after playing out a 
hard-fought draw on the sec-
ond board.  

They are joined in joint-sec-
ond place by Shreyansh 
Somaiya and AGM Rajveer 
Nahar, both of whom 
recorded fluent wins with the 
black pieces, alongside 
Shriram Mhasane, who out-
witted Anay Banka to claim a 
vital point. 
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LUDHIANA 

Shruthi beats 
Natasha to 
clinch title 

Tamil Nadu’s L Shruthi 
weathered a mid-match 
fightback from Natasha 
Chethan of Karnataka en 
route to her maiden junior 
girls’ 9-ball pool National 
title here late on Tuesday 
evening. The Coimbatore 
girl scored a 6-4 victory 
over the reigning champion 
in the final on her debut. 
This was the 18-year-old 
cueist’s second National 
crown in as many months. 
She won the junior snooker 
title in January. 

MUMBAI 

Automotive 
score fluent  
7-wicket win 

Automotive Manufacturers 
Pvt. Ltd. charged to an 
authoritative seven-wicket 
victory against Dr. 
Balabhai Nanavati Hospital 
in a first round match of 
the RCF T20 Cricket 
Tournament 2026 for the 
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 
Trophy in Chembur. 
Nanavati were bowled out 
for a paltry 107 runs in 18.3 
overs. Automotive chased 
the target, reaching 112 for 
3 wickets in just 12.4 overs.

FIFA WORLD CUP 2026 | All 48 nations confirmed after late play-off drama;  
four-time champions Italy fails to make cut for the third consecutive timeBriefs

Iraq and Bosnia secure berths
AP  
MONTERREY (MEXICO) 

The 48-team field for FIFA’s 
biggest ever World Cup is 
complete after a qualifying 
process that spanned more 
than two and a half years. 

Iraq edged Bolivia 2-1 in an 
intercontinental play-off at 
Monterrey in northern 
Mexico on Tuesday to secure 
the 48th spot, hours after 
Bosnia and Herzegovina upset 
four-time champions Italy on 
penalties in the European 
play-offs. 

Eight teams from Europe 
were competing for four 
places on the final day of qual-
ifying. The new intercontinen-
tal tournament, organised in 
Mexico, determined the other 
two remaining places. The 
penultimate nation to advance 
was Congo, which edged 
Jamaica 1-0 in extra time at 
Guadalajara, Mexico. 

Sweden, Turkey, and the 
Czech Republic each qualified 
in European play-off finals. 
Sweden beat Poland 3-2; 
Turkey edged Kosovo 1-0; and 
the Czech Republic beat 
Denmark in a penalty shoot-
out. 

The World Cup kicks off on 
11 June and will be co-hosted 
by the United States, Mexico, 

and Canada. Following its 
major upset victory over Italy, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
qualified to join Canada, 
Qatar, and Switzerland in 
Group B. 

Sweden will play in Group F 
with the Netherlands, Japan, 
and Tunisia. Turkey will be in 
Group D with the United 
States, Paraguay, and 
Australia. After reaching its 
first World Cup since 2006, 
the Czech team will play in 
Group A with Mexico, South 
Africa, and South Korea. 

The World Cup qualifiers 
for the 2026 tournament 
started on 7 September 2023, 
with matches in South 
America.

AP  
ROME 

The first time was dismissed 
as a fluke. The second was 
branded a crisis. Now, as Italy 
fails to qualify for a third con-
secutive World Cup, the 
unthinkable has become the 
expected for this once-domi-
nant footballing nation. 

The defeat to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina mirrors the 
Azzurri’s previous humili-
ations: eliminated at the same 

stage by Sweden in 2018 and 
North Macedonia in 2022. 

A front-page editorial in 

Gazzetta dello Sport on 
Wednesday labelled the exit 
“The Third Apocalypse,” not-

ing: “There is no longer a 
sense of shock or catastrophe. 
This is simply the norm.” 

 
A systemic collapse 
The rot in Italian football 
extends far beyond the 
national side. No Italian club 
has lifted the Champions 
League trophy since Inter 
Milan in 2010. This season, the 
decline was laid bare as all 
four Italian representatives 
were dumped out before the 
quarter-final stage.

Perfect five: Mapara 
takes sole lead 
Five contenders trail the leader by 
just half a point in Chess Masters

Italy players react during a penalty shootout. AP 

Salman, Shinde inaugurate 
President Cup India in Thane
Fariyal Sayyed 
THANE 

The nationwide tennis cricket 
extravaganza, “President Cup 
India 2026,” kicked off with a 
grand opening ceremony at 
the Dadoji Konddev Stadium 
on Thursday. The event was 
inaugurated by Maharashtra 
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde and Bollywood super-
star Salman Khan. 

Organised by the Tennis 
Cricket Sport Federation of 
India (ITCSF), the tournament 
is the brainchild of Dr. 
Shrikant Eknath Shinde, 
Member of Parliament and 
National President of ITCSF. 
Shinde announced a visionary 
plan to host the President Cup 
three times a year across vari-
ous Indian cities to provide a 
professional platform for 
grassroots talent. 

Development of sports 
To elevate the sport's profes-
sional standing, the ITCSF has 
increased the winner's prize 
money from `40 lakh to `1 
crore. The runners-up will 
secure `50 lakh. Shinde 
lauded the initiative, high-
lighting the state’s commit-
ment to sports by noting that 
`55 crore has been allocated 
for the redevelopment of the 
Dadoji Konddev Stadium.

McIlroy set for DP World India return
FPJ News Service 
NEW DELHI 

Global star Rory McIlroy will 
tee it up once again at the DP 
World India Championship as 
Delhi Golf Club prepares to 
host a world-class field from 
Oct 15 to 18, 2026. Fans can 
now register their interest in 
tickets for the highly antici-
pated event.  

The World Number Two 
and career grand slam winner 
thrilled spectators during his 

first ever appearance in India 
last season. He is now con-
firmed to make consecutive 
appearances in the $4 million 
tournament. 

The reigning Race to Dubai 
champion confirmed his posi-
tion as a golfing icon when he 
completed the career grand 
slam at Augusta National last 
year, adding the Green Jacket 
to his four previous Major vic-
tories at the 2011 US Open, the 
US PGA Championship in 
2012 and 2014, and the Open 

in 2014. 
The Northern Irishman’s 

stellar 2025 season also 
included a second Amgen 

Irish Open title and two 
further victories on the PGA 
Tour, as well as helping 
Europe earn their first away 
win in the Ryder Cup since 
2012 at Bethpage Black, New 
York. He rounded out the year 
by being crowned Race to 
Dubai champion for a seventh 
time and fourth in succession. 

McIlroy will appear along-
side some of the best players 
in the world, including the 
2025 winner, World Number 
Four Tommy Fleetwood.

The Third Apocalypse: Italy’s exile becomes the new normal
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB) 
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING 

e-Tender No. 51 for 2025-26 (IIIrd call) 

Sealed Online Form C e-tenders for the following works are invited by the Executive Engineer, Public Works 
Division Sawantwadi from the Contractors registered with the Government of Maharashtra in appropriate 
class. Executive Engineer Public Work Division Sawantwadi reserves right to accept or reject any tender 
without assigning any reason. The Conditional tender will not be acceptable. 

e-Tender Time Table 

Note :-  1) All eligible/interested contractors who want to participate in tendering process should compulsory  
            get enrolled on e-tendering portal “https://mahatenders.gov.in” the appropriate category applicable  
            to them. 
            2) For any assistance on the use of Electronic Tendering System. The Users may call the below  
            Toll Free Ph. No. 1800 3070 23232 E-Mail : eproc.maharashtra@gmail.com, cppp-support@nic.in. 
            3) It is compulsory for all participates to submit all documents online. 
            4) Other term and conditioned displayed in online e-tender forms. Right to reject any or all online  
            bid of work without assigning any reasons thereof is reserved. 
            5) Above Tender Notice is displayed on P.W.D website www.mahapwd.gov.in 

Office of the Executive Engineer Sd/- 
Public Works Division (Pooja R. Ingawale) 
Sawantwadi Executive Engineer 
Telephone No. 02363-272214 Public Works Division 
DGIPR 2026-27/4 Sawantwadi

Sr. 
No.

Name of work Estimated Cost 
(Rupees 
in Lakhs)

1 REPAIRS TO BRIDGE (SATARDA BRIDGE) ON BORDI THANE NHAVA SHEVA VIJAY-
DURG MALVAN VENGURLA SHIRODA SATARDA ROAD M.S.H. 4 AT KM0 79/000 TALUKA 
SAWANTWADI DISTRICT SINDHUDURG. (IIIrd call)

221.87

Sr. 
No.

Particulars Details

1 Download Period of online Tender and Bid 
Preparation

Dt. 2.04.2026 at 10.00 Hrs. to Dt. 10.04.2026 at 17.00 Hrs.

2 Date and time of Pre-bid meeting Date 6.04.2026 at 12.00 Hrs. at Office of The Superitending 
Engineer P W Circle Sindhudurg

3 Place, Date and timing of opening Technical 
bid and Financial bid

Date 13.04.2026 at 12.00 Hrs. at Office of The Superitending 
Engineer P W Circle Sindhudurg

RESULTS - Round 5  
(top 10):  
Punit Dodiya (4) lost to 
Palaash Mapara (5) - 0-1; 
Yashraj Rathi (4.5) drew 
with Pratik Yadnik (4.5) - 
0.5-0.5; Ahaan Kataruka 
(3.5) lost to Shreyansh 
Somaiya 4.5 - 0-1; 
AFM Sohum Pawar (4) 
drew with AIM 
Akashkumar Yadav (4) - 
0.5-0.5; Shrirang 
Agharkar (3.5) lost to 
AGM Rajveer Nahar (4.5) 
- 0-1; Shriram Mhasane 
(4.5) beat Anay Banka 
(3.5) - 1-0; 
Pankaj Borse (4) drew 
with Anand Iyer (4) - 0.5-
0.5; Prisha Margaj (4) 
beat AFM Omkasr 
Gaikwad (3.5) - 1-0; 
Tanuj Dayal (4) beat 
Neev Bafna (3) - 1-0; 
Pragnay Singh (3) lost to 
Arjun Singh (3) 1-0.
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